Discussion Questions for Frankenstein
Guided Practice Category

Directions:  Use these questions to guide your literature circle discussion.  ALL members of the group should take notes, however, ONE set of group notes will be turned in for the group’s grade.  To get full credit for this discussion, you must take a FULL page of notes about your group’s discussion on the novel.  

You will also be expected to have TWO journal entries ready for EACH literature circle.  See your calendar for requirements.  These journals will be checked during the discussion.  Anyone found working on their journals DURING the discussion will receive NO credit for those journals!

How to makeup a discussion if you are EVER absent:  you will need to answer the questions from the literature circle you missed.  Make sure to note what literature circle you are making up.  This will only give you PARTIAL credit for the discussion.  The best bet is to be here for scheduled discussion.     

Literature Group #1 Letters 1-4

1. How do you react to the two characters introduced in this section?  Explain.

2. Who is Robert Walton?  What is he searching for?  What is his attitude towards his quest?  What do these details suggest to you about his character?

3. In this letter to his sister, what does Walton say he longs for?  Why do you think Walton feels lonely even though he is on board a ship with a full crew?

4. How does Walton respond to the stranger?  Why do you think Walton is attracted to this stranger?

5. Walton has a thirst for knowledge, as the stranger once did.  What details suggest that both are willing to make sacrifices in the search for knowledge?  Do they seem unusual in this respect?  Why?

Literature Group #2 Chapters 1-10

1. What do you think of Victor Frankenstein as a student and scientist?  What do you admire or dislike about him?  Explain.

2. Who is Elizabeth and how does Frankenstein feel about her?  What does their relationship tell you about Frankenstein’s values and personality?

3. What is Frankenstein’s purpose in pursuing science?  What does he study?  How do you interpret Frankenstein’s initial response to the success of his experiment?

4. Frankenstein says, “I shunned my fellow creatures as if I had been guilty of a crime.”  From your reading, give specific examples of Frankenstein’s isolation from others.  What does this tell you about his personality?  Explain.

5. How is Frankenstein affected by the knowledge that the creature may be responsible for the death of William?  In Chapter 7, what statement suggests that he views the creature as part of himself?  Do you agree with Frankenstein that he bears some responsibility for the death?  Why?

6. How does the creature explain his evil behavior?  Why does the creature compare himself to the biblical character Adam?  Do you think this comparison is accurate?  Why?
Literature Group #3 Chapters 11-16

1. How does the creature get to know the family who lives in the cottage?  Why is he drawn to the family?  How does the family’s reaction to the creature affect his view of himself and the human race?

2. After reading Paradise Lost, why does the creature think he is like Adam in that book?  Why does he think he is like Satan?  What are the specific reasons that the creature gives for hating his creator?

3. How does the creature cause the deaths of William and Justine?  What does the murder of William tell the creature about himself?  According to the creature, what can save him from doing evil?

4. Thus far, do you find the creature more or less sympathetic than the character of Victor Frankenstein?  Explain.

5. How believable is the account of the creature’s education?  Refer to the novel and your own experience in your answer.  

Literature Group #4 Chapters 17-21

1. Which of the events in this section of the novel surprised you the most and why?

2. What arguments does the creature use to persuade Frankenstein to make the female creature?  How does Frankenstein’s decision affect Frankenstein’s mood and personal life?

3. What keeps Frankenstein from completing the second creature?  In your opinion, why does the creature direct his revenge to Frankenstein’s wedding?

4. How does Frankenstein become lost at sea?  What happens when he lands in Ireland?  Why does he call himself Henry Clerval’s murderer?

5. How does Shelley create a feeling of suspense in Chapters 17-21?

6. Do you find the events in Chapter 21 probable or improbable?  Explain.

Literature Group #5 Chapters 22-24

1. What does Frankenstein promise to tell Elizabeth after they are married?  How does he behave in the weeks leading up to their wedding?  Why is Frankenstein especially agitated as evening approaches on their wedding day?

2. What happens to Elizabeth?  What is ironic, or unexpected, about the creature’s revenge on Frankenstein?  What does Frankenstein resolve to do?

3. How does Shelley show that Frankenstein and the creature are both obsessed with revenge?  Does either of them win?  Explain.

4. How does Shelley return to her frame story in Chapter 24?  What effect does she achieve by using the frame story?

5. How do you think Frankenstein erred or failed as a human being?  What traits or attributes do you think led to the creature’s fate?
